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Contemporary issues facing the 
Historical Commission:

×Solar Panels

×AC units

×Ductless HVAC units

×Replacement windows

×Asphalt roof shingles

×Vents

×Utilities



Solar Panels on Historic Buildings 



First test case in historic district 

Solar Panels in Historic Districts



Solar panels on
Sprague-Peabody-Silsbee House 

built ca. 1807 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΥ
×Limit visibility

×Future restoration of roof 
balustrade



AC Units in Historic Districts



AC Unit ςScreening



Ductless HVAC 
Systems 

Systems include:

×Outside compressor
elevated above snowline 
όŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ муέύ

×ά{ƭƛƳ ŘǳŎǘǎέ ǇƛǇŜǎ ǘƻ   
each interior unit

×Electrical connections



Screening Ductless Systems

Options:

×Locate compressor at 
rear of building

×Eliminate platforms

×Paint slim ducts to 
match siding

×Add screening fence



George Shreve House
Built 1872

Before Ductless HVAC

After system installed 



Violation of approved certificate:

×Compressor units on stilts & 
perpendicular to building

×Location of slim duct pipes

×Removal of transom for interior unit



Replacement Windows

Jeld-Wen Anderson E Series 



Pella Architect Series 
All wood simulated light (SDL) replacement windows



Asphalt Roof Shingles 

3-Tab shingles 
vs.

Architectural shingles



Vents in  
Historic Districts

Gas fireplaces High efficiency furnaces



Faux chimneys to hide vents



Utilities in 
Historic Districts 



81 Derby Street

Before


