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Landscape Conservation & Historic Preservation

ÅThe land tells the history of the place as much as the building 

does. It tells a story that evolves over time. 

ÅLand conservation principles can be used to tell stories in rural 

and urban areas, such as the City of Lowell.

ÅThe Secretary of Interiorõs Standards apply to the landscape as 

well.  Character defining features relate to landscape as well as 

buildings.  Determining the period of significance for the land 

helps determine the overall period of significance for the project. 

Principles of Land Conservation
As Applied to Historic Preservation
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ÅDraw inspiration from nature, context and  history.

ÅPreserve and restore historic and cultural resources.

ÅCreate green spaces for people that have many uses and purposes.

Chestnut Hill Waterworks
Boston, MA

Chestnut Hill Waterworks, Boston, MA



ÅThe Chestnut Hill Reservoir and 

1887 Waterworks site designs were 

done by the Olmsted Brothers.

ÅAt the Waterworks, the simple 

setting of mature oaks in rolling 

lawns became the landscape 

character defining features for the 

project.  

ÅThe lawn and oaks were maintained 

and missing trees were planted.  The 

carriageways become one way 

circulation ways instead of widening 

the roadways into the landscape.

ÅEach historic building had a 

forecourt or an appropriate 

landscape around it.  

Chestnut Hill Waterworks, Boston, MA
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Entrance to Hawk Valley Farm

Hawk Valley Farm

ÅProperty dates to King Philipõs 

War in the 1660õs

Å Former tax title property, last 

remaining parcel of historic 

Varnumfamily land.  

Å Permanently protected in 2009 

with a conservation restriction, 

held in partnership with The 

Trustees

Å Conservation ensured land was 

put back in the hands of the 

Varnumfamily, put back on the tax 

rolls,  and open for public access, 

recreation.

Hawk Valley Farm

History of Place ðLowell, MA
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Image Caption

Hawk Valley Farm

Hawk Valley Farm

Å Five-acre conservation restriction

Å Abuts 10 acres of state conservation land

Å Provides wildlife corridor to LDT state forest, and 

connection to Lowell State Heritage Park



EAST BOSTON, MAHawk Valley Farm

Hawk Valley Farm

Programming 

includes: 

Å historic walks

Å forest therapy

Å natural dying

Å wildlife tracking

Å Maple/Walnut 

sugaring
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Quequechan River Rail Trail
Fall River, MA

Quequechan River Rail Trail, Fall River, MA



EAST BOSTON, MAQuequechan River Rail Trail, Fall River, MA

Water power, textile mills and railroads brought prosperity to Fall River in the 19th century. 
The transformation of this abandoned rail corridor in Fall River as a 21st century trail revived appreciation 
of the river and the industrial architecture along its banks. 
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Site Opportunities: the trail landscape and river could enhance the setting for the mills.

Quequechan River Rail Trail, Fall River, MA



Design, construction and public enjoyment

Quequechan River Rail Trail, Fall River, MA
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People can now see the river and the mills once powered by water.

Quequechan River Rail Trail, Fall River, MA


