
 

The Crane Estate’s Great House 

Poised atop Castle Hill with panoramic views of the Atlantic, the Crane Estate’s Great House in Ipswich, 
Massachusetts, is an architectural masterpiece — and a symbol of preservation excellence in the 
Commonwealth. Originally completed in 1928 for industrialist Richard T. Crane Jr., this magnificent 
seaside mansion was designed by acclaimed architect David Adler in the style of 17th-century English 
country homes. As one of the finest surviving examples of the Country Place Era, the Great House is a 
National Historic Landmark and a treasured piece of local and national history. 

Stone & Lime Historic Restoration Services is proud to have worked on the restoration of this iconic estate. 
The restoration focused on critical exterior elements, including the brick masonry, parapet, and 
reconstruction of the brick Portico. One of the most compelling features of the project was the precise and 
painstaking sandstone dutchman repairs, blending new stone with the historic fabric through expert 
pinning and adhesion techniques. These details, though often invisible to the casual observer, are essential 
in preserving both the structural integrity and the authentic appearance of the building. 

This project defines preservation not only through its craftsmanship, but through its impact. It underscores 
the value of retaining original materials and traditional building methods, showing the public that 
preservation isn’t just about aesthetics — it’s about honoring the legacy of a place and ensuring it endures 
for generations. By restoring the Crane Estate’s Great House, we didn’t just rehabilitate a structure — we 
preserved a cultural landmark that inspires awe, curiosity, and pride in the community. 

Equally important to the success of the project was the spirit of collaboration. The Trustees of Reservations, 
owners and stewards of the estate, were instrumental in creating a smooth, supportive environment 
throughout the project. Working closely with Historic Building Architects (HBA) brought a shared 
commitment to historical accuracy and excellence, ensuring every aspect of the restoration was 
approached with thoughtful care. 

This restoration has reinvigorated public appreciation for one of Massachusetts’ most beloved historic sites. 
Visitors to the estate — whether attending a concert on the Grand Allée, exploring the Great House, or 
simply admiring its timeless beauty — now experience a revitalized, enduring piece of history. The Crane 
Estate project sets a powerful example of what preservation can achieve and why it matters. 
Vote for the Crane Estate’s Great House and help celebrate a project that beautifully blends heritage, 
community, and craftsmanship — a true People's Preservation Choice. 


