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Introducing the Community
Preservation Act (CPA) 



What is the Community Preservation Act (CPA)?

The Community 
Preservation Act is state enabling legislation 

passed in 2000

Adopted by individual 
communities at a local ballot 

election



Basics of CPA
Enables communities to establish a local dedicated fund for:

Historic 
Preservation

Open Space & 
Recreation

Community 
Housing 



November 8, 2016
16 Communities Voted on CPA Adoption



172 CPA Communities



CPA  by the Numbers
(through FY2016)

HISTORIC PRESERVATION: Over 4,400 appropriations made

OPEN SPACE: 26,297 acres preserved

OUTDOOR RECREATION: About 1,700 projects funded

AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Over 10,000 units created or supported

- Over 9,000 projects approved& $1.75 billion raised -



Follow the Money!

Local CPA Surcharge:

Up to 3% of the tax levy 
against real property 
(residential and 
commercial)



First $100,000 of residential property value

First $100,000 of commercial & industrial property value

Low income families; low/moderate income seniors

Full commercial and industrial exemption (with split tax rate only)

Menu of CPA Exemptions to Local Surcharge

*Note: Any existing property tax exemptions apply to the CPA surcharge
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The Statewide CPA Trust Fund

Å Guaranteed annual disbursement to all CPA communities 

Å Administered by the Department of Revenue (DOR)

Å Funds come from $10 and $20 document recording fees charged by 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ wŜƎƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 5ŜŜŘǎ

Å CPA communities received a base match of 20.6%in FY17.



Required representation from:

ω Conservation Commission

ω Historic Commission

ω Planning Board

ω Recreation Board

ω Housing Authority

Community Preservation Committee (CPC)

Established by 
Ordinance/Bylaw

üPlus up to 4 additional 
members



Project proponents submit 
applications to Community 

Preservation Committee (CPC)

CPC reviews projects, gets input

CPC recommends list of projects 
to Legislative Body

Majority vote of Legislative Body 
required for each project to get 

CPA $$$

How do CPA Projects Happen?



Potential Uses of CPA Funds



Restoration of historic 
municipal buildings

CPA and Historic Preservation 



CPA and Historic Preservation 

Adaptive Reuse 
of Historic 
Buildings



Grants to non-profit community groups 
(typically with a preservation easement) 

CPA and Historic Preservation 



Historic Municipal
Document Preservation

CPA and Historic Preservation 



Other CPA Uses

Recreation



OpenSpace

Other CPA Uses



Community 
Housing

Other CPA Uses



Overall Benefits of CPA 

ÅSteady source of funding for local CPA needs

ÅCPA Trust Fund distributions make local projects affordable

ÅLeverages other state, federal and private funding

Å{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ

ÅLocal economic activity and jobs


